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Political Ruckus: State of Virginia
	Recently, there has been a political scandal in the State of Virginia where three holders of topmost offices have been accused of different accusation. The three, the governor, lieutenant governor and the attorney general have found themselves in different troubles. The governor, Ralph Northam,  who was expected to resign, is accused based on a photo that circulated showing people in the black face and KKK robes. The Lieutenant Governor, Justin Fairfax, is accused of sexual misconduct. He is accused by his college professor of having sexually assaulted her. And, the Attorney General, Mark Herring, is accused of attending a party dressed like a rapper(“Virginia Political Scandals Widen; Now Involving Lt. Governor And Attorney General,” n.d.). None of the alleged accusations happened while in office. For the Governor, his accusation is from the year 1984 which have been surfaced from a medical yearbook.   The alleged sexual misconduct Fairfax is traced from 2004 while he was in college. Finally, the Attorney General’s accusations, which he admits, happened in the year 1980 when he was an undergraduate(“Virginia Political Scandals Widen; Now Involving Lt. Governor And Attorney General,” n.d.).
	The voters of Virginia State can demand their removal out of office through the court process. The voters can petition for a recall. In addition, the State of Virginia has a recall process that can be used to recall leaders out of office. Virginia provides for a recall only through state statutes and not constitutional law. Virginia recall system allows for the recall of both the appointed and the elected leaders if a recall passes through a circuit court provided the leader is within the jurisdiction of the court(“Laws governing recall in Virginia,” n.d.). Removal of the Virginia Governor by impeachment is provided by the Virginia Constitution. According to the recall system, a leader may be recalled he/she neglects duty, misuses office, or is incompetence in performing a duty. Other reasons for recall include involvement in drug and involvement in a hate crime. For a recall petition to be varied, it must be signed by at least 10% of total voter in the area.  It also must have detailed reasons for removal(“§ 24.2-233. Removal of elected and certain appointed officers by courts,” n.d.). The trial process is the stage that follows a petition. The trail starts by a notice being sent to the subject of the recall. it is then followed by suspension of the officer, which is not always the case. The Commonwealth attorney general represents the state in the trial. Also, defendant of recall trial has the right to demand a trial by jury. The recall case can be appealed to the Supreme Court of Virginia. Virginia State has laws that must be followed in the process of filling positions of the recalled leader(“Laws governing recall in Virginia,” n.d.).  In Virginia for example, Mayor James Holley was recalled in 2010. The city council was responsible for appointing a temporary successor failure to which the process would have differed to the court. 
	
The Virginia State accepts a recall if a person is accused of misuse of office, incompetence or negligence of duty. Though the three are the main reasons why a recall can be accepted, the state further accepts recall is the leader is involved in drug or rime of hate. For the three leaders in the political study, none of them is involved in any of the three main reasons. None of the accusations is directly related to the laid reasons for recall. The lieutenant's accusation of sexual misconduct is the only one that has a direct relation. In my opinion, there are not enough grounds for recall. in addition, the alleged actions happened a long time in the past when the leaders were young and explorative. For example, talking of the case of the Attorney general, who admits the causations, claims to be an act of influence. Not arguing to support carelessness among the teenagers and the youths, but he was young and wanted to fit in the group of his friend. Furthermore, the leaders have not been found guilty of crimes when in adult stage or while in office.   The lieutenant's case validity cannot be assessed. Therefore, there are not enough grounds for the recall of the leaders and they should not be recalled.  
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